
Alice Christina Cornett
When Alice Christina Cornett was born on September 28, 1905, in Fredonia,
Kansas, her father, John, was 32 and her mother, Mary, was 33. She married
Walter Lemon Clifford on April 20, 1925, in Bartlesville, Oklahoma. She had
three children by the time she was 25. She died on May 6, 2001, in Gig
Harbor, Washington, at the age of 95.

September 28, 1905
A delayed birth Certificate, evidence used
were affidavits from her uncles and her sister.



The Cornett Kids
Lee, Ernest (Doc), Archie, Alice & Virgie. Loomis
Studio

1910
In 1910, Allice Cornett was 5 years old and lived in
Neodesha, Kansas with her father, mother, 4 brothers,
and sister. Her father was a tenant farmer.

1910 United States Federal Census

Baumgardner School
July 16, 1911, She was enrolled at Baumgardner
School, a two-room schoolhouse in Neodesha,
Kansas. (According to the 1940 census 7th grade was
the highest grade she completed.)



Alice & Darrell Cornett
A postcard to Mrs. Lucy Jones: Well Lucy hello how
are you I thought I would send you a picture of my
baby girl and baby boy the boy is a cracker jack he will
be 6 the 2 day of July he is almost as big as little Alice
your Sister Ella C.

Ella Cornett Letter 1
Alice and Darrell had gone with their mother to Eureka
Springs, Arkansas. Their mother was undergoing
treatment for her illness. Alice became ill, so her
mother brought her back home to Kansas, Her mother
died soon after, leaving little Alice feeling guilty for
being the cause of her mother cutting short her
treatment.

Ella Cornett, Letter 2



1915
In 1915, Alice Cornett was 9 years old and lived in
Neodesha, Kansas.  Alice was only 8 went her mother
passed away. Her older sister Virgie, helped to raise
the younger children, therafter.

Kansas State Census Collection, 1855-1925

Neodesha, Kansas?
An unlabelled photo. My mom thinks the girl in the
picture is her mom, Alice Cornett, This would make the
younger boy her brother, Darrell, with her other
brothers and father and perhaps some farmhands and
a housekeeper.

Schoolgirls
Edna, Cap?, Lily, Bee, Stella, Omega, Flossie, Alice
(on the left with an x).



1920
In 1920, Alice Cornett was 14 years old and lived in
Bartlesville, Oklahoma with her father, 4 brothers, and
sister. Her father was working as a Laborer at an oil
supply company.

1920 United States Federal Census

1920 Kansas
With sister-in-law, Edna Sumner (Cornett)

Alice Cornett in Oklahoma



A Cowgirl?

Mr. Ed?

Alice & Virgie
and baby Richard Miller?



Alice & brother Archie
Cornett

Alice & Darrell



Alice & brothers
Lee & Darrell?

Alice, Archie, & Virgie

Alice Cornett



Alice and her best friend,
Flossie Doretta Illig



Alice Cornett
Mother (Maud) Douglas & Flossie, perhaps?

Alice & Flossie
(and Flossie's father, John Douglas? I think.)



Starting something?

Standing by a tree



Up a tree!



Alice & Roses

I love this picture!



1923- Tulsa, Oklahoma
Alice was 18 and worked as a telephone operator for
SW Bell Telephone. Prior to that she worked as a
"Mother's Helper" for Rose McKnight. She lived with
her father, John and brother Archie.



All Dressed up



1925
Marriage License, Bartlesville, Oklahoma.

April 20 1925
Walter L. Clifford & Alice Christina Cornett were
married.  Alice had been staying with her sister Virgie
and Virgie's husband, Clate Miller, when Clate's
cousin, Walter came for a visit. Walter had asked his
mother about Alice and claimed he  "was going to
marry her," before they even met.They met on March
24th, were engaged that evening, and were
married less than a month later. Walter had gotten a
job at a planing mill in Tulsa and rented a 2 room
apartment. He had been living with his brother, Glen
(and Georgie). Walter's last room & board payment
included the Sunday breakfast after their wedding.



1925
In the summer of 1925, they went into partnership
in an open stand restaurant, the "Pig Stand" in
Wewoka, Oklahoma With Walter's brother, Guy. Alice
and Guy's wife, Esther, were the cooks. Walter &
Alice slept on the couch in their living room. Cliff's
mother had a couch in the dining room.

After leaving Wewoka, they stopped to see Walter's
brother, Homer (and Nora)  in Blackwell, Oklahoma.
Homer wanted to open a stand, but Alice did not want
to go in business with any of Pop's brothers ever
again...

A new mother
and 3 month old Bobby--April 25, 1926, Wichita,
Kansas. They lived in a 3 room apartment. Their
landlady let Pop set up a shop in the basement and fix
up other rooms in lieu of their rent.



Walter & Alice Clifford
with baby "Bobby"

Alice and Bob



1926

1927
Alice C. Clifford lived in Denver, Colorado in 1927 in a
3 room duplex..

U.S. City Directories, 1821-1989



A young family
Walter, Alice and Bobby

1927
Alice C. Clifford lived in Denver, Colorado in 1927.

U.S. City Directories, 1822-1989



Denver, Colorada
650 Elati St.

1928
Alice C. Clifford lived in Denver, Colorado in 1928.
Cliff's mother was living with them. Alice got a job at at
Mrs.Russell's Candy Factory. They moved to Colorado
Springs in September. Jay B was born in October.

U.S. City Directories, 1821-1989



1929
Alice C. Clifford lived in Colorado Springs, Colorado in
1929. They left for California October 10, 1929 in a 2-
door Essex. She had packed her fruit preserves, and
other belongings and covered them with their bedding
for the boys to take their naps. They stayed with
Walter's sister, Lela (and Perry) Vandresser in
Huntington Park until they got their own apartment.

U.S. City Directories, 1821-1989

1930
In 1930, Alice C. Clifford was 24 years old and lived in
Lynwood, California with her husband, Walter, and 2
sons. Their good friends, the Dunmires, were next
door.

1930 United States Federal Census



1931
Alice C. Clifford lived in Lynwood, California in 1931.

U.S. City Directories, 1822-1989

1934
2nd marriage ceremony. (Supposedly, Walter did not
follow up to see if his first wife had filed the divorce
papers he had signed, or they were worried that the
waiting period in California was longer than in
Oklahoma-- so he and Alice married again, to make
sure it was legal.)



Walter & Alice with Doretta
They lived on Park St. when Doretta was 3 years old.

1935
Alice C. Clifford lived in Alhambra, California in 1935.
Cliff's mother, Jenny, lived with them.

U.S. City Directories, 1821-1989



Alice and Daughter, Doretta

1937
Alice Clifford lived in Alhambra, California in 1937.

U.S. City Directories, 1822-1989



1939
Alice Clifford lived in Alhambra, California in 1939.

U.S. City Directories, 1821-1989

April 1, 1940
On April 1, 1940, Alice Clifford was 34 years old and
lived in San Gabriel (Alhambra), California with her
husband, Walter, 2 sons, and daughter.

1940 United States Federal Census



The Clifford Family
Alice enjoyed participating in the PTA, Boy Scouts &
Girl Scouts with her children.

1941
Alice C. Clifford lived in Alhambra, California in 1941.

U.S. City Directories, 1821-1989



1943
Alice C. Clifford lived in Alhambra, California in 1943.

U.S. City Directories, 1821-1989

The Clifford Family 
Alice's son, Bob, was on leave from the Navy; her son,
Jay B, was in the Sea Scouts.



1946
Alice Clifford lived in Alhambra, California in 1946.

U.S. City Directories, 1821-1989

The Clifford Family
Bob, Alice, Walter, Doretta & Jay B.--Jay B is now in
the Army.



Blue Star Mothers of
America
The organization: "We are mothers, stepmothers,
grandmothers, foster mothers and female legal
guardians who have children serving in the military,
guard or reserves, or children who are veterans. We
support each other and our children while promoting
patriotism."



Alice with bobbysoxer,
Doretta

1949
Alice C. Clifford lived in Alhambra, California in 1949.

U.S. City Directories, 1821-1989



1949
Walter and Alice owned a restaurant (Their daughter,
Doretta hated waitressing).

Desoto
1949? Bonus from work



1952

California, Voter Registrations, 1900-1968

Walter & Alice Clifford



1954
Alice Clifford with William Kelley, Walter Clifford, and
Marie Kelley and Daughter, Doretta's engagement
party.

1954
Alice C. Clifford lived in Alhambra, California in 1954.

U.S. City Directories, 1821-1989



Dean & Doretta Kelley's
wedding.
Walter & Alice Clifford on the right, Marie & William
Kelley on the left.

1961
Crestline, California--Sometime, during this time
period she underwent open heart surgery to repair a
hole in her heart, which was apparently a birth defect
that had gone undetected...

1973
Airport arrival



Playing Cards
Granddaughter, Dana looking on. Alice always had a
new card game to teach her grandkids when she
came to visit! --She always called me her 'Littlest
Angel."

Yucaipa, California
Daughter, Doretta; Granddaughter, Erin, Walter &
Alice Clifford in front of their Mobile home; 34184
County Line rd., Space 93.

1978 - visiting the Kelley's in
Tacoma
Back Row: Jay Kelley, Scott Clifford with Garique, Eric
Kelley, Craig Clifford and friend, Dean Kelley. Front
Row: Walter Clifford, Dana Kelley, Anna Clifford,
Priscilla Clifford, Alice Clifford, Doretta Kelley.



1985
60th Wedding Anniversary

Alice & Daughter Doretta
Visiting a Garden



1991

Cruising
With Bob & Pat, Dean & Dorretta, & friends Dick &
Doris Huth.



Alice Clifford
Tacoma, Washington--When Alice's health began to
decline, her daughter mover her up to Tacoma to take
care of her. Unfortunately, soon after, Doretta was
diagnosed with Breast Cancer. Alice was moved to an
assisted-living facility; finally ending up in Cottesmore
Nursing Home in Gig Harbor Washington.  I (Dana)
would visit her every week or two with my baby boy,
Sky. Near the end she did not know who we were, but
would always tell us the story how her mother-in-law
thought she was so extravagant buying shoes for her
baby, Bobby. (We would always have to hunt her
down because she was never in her room!)

2001
Obituary: ALICE CORNETT CLIFFORD Beloved
mother and grandmother, Alice was born, September
28, 1905 in Fredonia Kansas and died May 6, 2001 at
Cottesmore of Life Care in Gig Harbor, Washington.
She survived open heart surgery when she ws 61 and
was 95 when she died. Her greatest love was her
children and grandchildren. When she came to visit,
her first words were, "I didn't come to work. I came to
play with the children." and always seemed to have a
new game to teach them. She is survived by three
children, Robert L. Clifford with wife, Pat; Jay B
Clifford; and Doretta R. Kelley with husband, Dean.
She had 10 grandchildre, 28 great grand children and
7 great-great grandchildren, and, until the youngest
group were born, she remembered everyone's
birthday. We love her and will miss her always.--
Cause of death: Congestive Heart Failure as a
consequence of Hypertensive Cardiovascular Disease.
Her ashes were strewn on Mt. Hood in Oregon by her
son, Jay B and grandson, Scott. 


