
Ida Geerdina Auen
When Ida Geerdina Auen was born on July 28, 1864, in Warsingsfehn,
Ostfriesland, Hanover; her father, Eilert, was 27 and her mother, Jantje, was
34. She married Andrew Alfred Kelley on July 4, 1881, in Carroll, Iowa. They
had six children in 21 years. She died on August 3, 1951, in Carroll, Iowa, at
the age of 87.

Birth
According to records of the Evangelisch Lutherisch
Kirche in Warsingsfehn, Ostriesland, Germany, Ida
Geerdina Auen was born July 28, 1864, in
Warsingsfehn, Ostfriesland (which at the time was a
province of Hanover).

Grundy County, Iowa
After immigrating to the United States in 1868, the
Auen family lived in Grundy County, near Ackley, Iowa
for about 5 years, according to her father's obituary. --
Ida was about 4-9 years old.--They don't appear on
the 1870 Census,



1880
In 1880, Ida Auen was 17 years old and lived in
Wheatland, Iowa with her father, mother, 3 brothers,
and sister.

1880 United States Federal Census

Wheatland Presbyterian
Church
Breda, Iowa

Sisters
Ida, Nellie, and Anna Auen



Ida Auen
My Wife by Andrew Alfred Kelley: No waxen-faced,
pale doll is she;   This wife that I have chosen.Nor
does she wear a number three   "Bottine," and yet I
think that sheIs worth a good, round dozenOf those
pale, sickly city belles;    Those devotees of
Fashion.Her artless face full plainly tells    Each phaze
of love's pure passion.She dwells within no marble
halls,    No silks bedeck her formNo sparkling,
precious pendant fallsFrom ear or neck, nor bracelet
galls    The plumpness of her arm.No new-style
"Derby" crowns her head,    No feathery plumes nod
on it.She makes a first rate loaf of bread,    But can't
"fix up" a bonnet.She cannot strum the ivory keys,   
She's "not much of a singer."But yet her hands are fit
to squeeze    The clothes without a wringer.She's
healthy, young, she's good and true;    I know she
loves me dearly.Perhaps she "would not do" for you.   
But I know she suits me--nearly.

July 4th 1881
Ida was 16 when she married Andrew A. Kelley in
Carroll County, Iowa.



Andrew Alfred Kelley
Her husband, Stockton Studio Holstein, Iowa

July 4th 1881
Andrew A. Kelley and Ida Auen--Marriage Certificate



1885
In 1885, Ide Kelly was 20 years old and lived in Clinton
County, Iowa.

Iowa, State Census Collection, 1836-1925

1900
Ida Kelley married A.A. in 1881. They had four
children in 10 years. In 1900, she was 36 years old
and lived in Arcadia, Iowa with her husband, A.A., and
4 sons.

1900 United States Federal Census



1905
In 1905, Ida Kelley lived in Arcadia, Iowa.

Iowa, State Census Collection, 1836-1925

1910
In 1910, Ida Kelly was 44 years old and lived in
Arcadia, Iowa with her husband, Andrew, and 2 sons.

1910 United States Federal Census

Ida's children and stepsons
Top: Edwin Brett "Pat," Owen Roe "Roy," Eilert Walden
"Ike," Bottom: Alfred James, George Bruce, Mary Ellen
"Mayme," John Gerald, William Walter "Bill."



1915
In 1915, Ida Kelley was a 49 year old widow and lived
in Iowa.

Iowa, State Census Collection, 1836-1925

1920
In 1920, Ida Kelly was 53 years old and lived in
Arcadia, Iowa with her son.

1920 United States Federal Census

January 1, 1925
On January 1, 1925, Ida Kelley was 58 years old and
lived in Arcadia, Iowa.

Iowa, State Census Collection, 1836-1925



1930
In 1930, Ida Kelley was 63 years old and lived in
Arcadia, Iowa.

1930 United States Federal Census



1930
Ida with son William and Grandson, Dean.
Dean remembered his grandmother coming to stay
with them in Holstein during the winter because her
house in Arcadia had little in the way of utilities and
was difficult for an elderly lady to keep heated.

House in Arcadia



April 1, 1940
On April 1, 1940, Ida Kelly was 73 years old and lived
in Arcadia, Iowa.

1940 United States Federal Census

Ida Kelley
with grandson Dale Kelley



Wheatland Presbyterian
Church-Letter
--"she always wore a large overcoat, winter and
summer. She said it kept her warm in winter and cool
in summer." Letter from Rev. Gary Lynn Wooster,
Wheatland Presbyterian Church, Breda Iowa, Aug 28
1977,

Ida & son, Roy Kelley
In an excerpt from a letter written to my father from
the Wheatland Presbyterian Minister, Rev. Gary Lynn
Wooster in 1977--"One lady in Arcadia had an
anecdote about Ida which was confirmed by a few
other ladies of the church there.  It seems she always
wore a large overcoat, winter and summer.  She said it
kept her warm in the winter and cool in the summer." -
-Some kids thought she was a witch! 



Aunt Mayme, Uncle Louis,
Dad and Grandma
from grandson, Dean Kelley's Album

Ida Kelley



Ida Auen Kelley
Mother of Mayme Martens, grandmother of Ida Brus.

Obituary
Carroll Daily Times Herald August 4, 1951



1951-Services held
Carroll Daily Times Herald August 7, 1951

Ida Auen Kelley
Death Certificate



Gravestone
Arcadia Cemetery, Row 1, Block 1A

Estate Sale
Carroll Daily Times Herald October 12, 1951


