
 

  

Reimers Family in Holstein, Iowa 

Visit to the Ida County Courthouse Records Office 

October 2, 2018 

Reimers property transfers in Holstein, Iowa & Newspaper Articles from Ida Grove. 

with added information as is known from other sources. 
 

Dana Kelley Bressette, with Edmund G. Bressette, Jr. 

 

Timeline for Claus & Marie Reimers: 

• 4 May 1883 & 11 Jun 1884, arrival in the U.S. 

• 7 Oct 1884, marriage in Carroll, Iowa 

• 1885 Iowa Census “Claus Rimes” listed as a “Section 

Hand” (Railroad worker) in Manning, Iowa. 

• 1885-1888 worked for V. Roush in Manning, Iowa as a 

Miller. 

• 1888 moved to Holstein, see box at right. 

• 1895 Iowa State Census, listed as a farmer in Silver 

Township, Cherokee County, Iowa. (Just north of 

Holstein.) 

• 15 Jun 1900 U.S. Census, listed as a farmer in Logan 

Township, Ida County, Iowa. (Rented). (Just south of 

Holstein.) 

• 1 Jul 1903, Holstein, Employee of Rural Free Delivery. 

• 1905 Iowa State Census listed in Holstein, Iowa. 

“Claus Johann Reimers, moved from Manning, Carroll Co., Iowa, 

Saturday, 11 Aug 1888; to work at the mill for V. Roush, in 

Holstein, Ida Co., Iowa; We learned that he is a first class miller 

and was in the employ of Mr. V. Roush, for three years in 

Manning, Carroll Co., Iowa; Claus Reimers who works for V. 

Roush, had the misfortune to lose the little finger of his left hand 

by getting it caught in the machinery Thursday 16 Aug 1888; Dr. 

Eckmann amputated the bruised finger and Claus returned to 

work. His family joined Claus Johann Reimers in Holstein, Ida Co., 

Iowa, Wednesday, 5 Sep 1888, living in the house south of A. J. 

Gleason Shop*; Claus lived in Holstein, Ida Co., Iowa until his 

death in 1938; Source of information; The Holstein Advance 

Newspaper, 1888, English version.”—From my cousin, Sharon 

Knoblock 

 
*The Gleason Harness Maker was at lot 15 block 8 on the west side of 

Main Street, south of 2nd St, where the State Theater is... Just south of that 

lot is now a dentist office. The Rausch Mill was on lot 18 block 1 at the 

west end of 1st St. on the north side of the street. 

Page  2 of Ida County Pioneer, published in Ida Grove, Iowa on 
Thursday, February 18th, 1904 



 

 

 

 

 

 

6 Jul 1905--Claus J Reimers 

purchased part of lot 

number 1 block 4 from 

Henry Huss and wife for 

$1750. This is where the 1st 

Reimers Saloon was. 

 (The building is no longer there) 

Across 1st Street was Dessel 

Lumber Co., which was just south 

of the train depot. 



 

  

13 Jul 1905--Claus J Reimers and 

wife sold part of lot number 1 

block 4 back to Harry Huss for 

$1750… ”Subject to a mortgage 

for $1200.00 dated July 1 1905 in 

favor of the Dubuque Brewing & 

Malting Co. bearing 6% interest 

from date.” 

1906 Ad in Atlas of Ida County, Iowa, Iowa 
Publishing Co. pg 36 

Page 2 of Ida County Pioneer, published in Ida 
Grove, Iowa on Thursday, November 8th, 1906 



 

  

5 Jan 1907--Claus J Reimers 

purchased Lot 20 Block 14 

from Sophia Paulsen for 

$1100. 

What the house looks like today from Google Earth. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

12 Jan 1907--Claus J Reimers 

and wife sold lot number 20 

of block 14 for $1675 to Karl 

Glawe (a profit of $575 in 

just 7 days?—but this may 

be the same property in the 

notice from 1904, so 

perhaps it was mortgaged 

and they had possession of it 

longer?) 

Page  3 of Ida County Pioneer, published in Ida 
Grove, Iowa on Thursday, July 9th, 1908 

We must have missed this one: Or 

it took 6 years for the transaction 

to be completed? A deed was 

recorded 21 Oct 1914— 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

13 Jan 1913— 

Marie Reimers 

purchased back 

part of Lot 1 block 4 

for $1500 from 

Harry Huss & wife. 

Timeline:  

• 22 Apr 1910 U.S. Census 

listed in Holstein on Main 

St. (rented); Claus is 

listed as Keeper of 

Lodging House; Marie is 

listed as Manager of 

Lodging house; Emma as 

cook, Marie & Alma as 

waitresses in restaurant. 

 

Page 7 of Ida County Pioneer, 

published in Ida Grove, Iowa on 

Thursday, September 15th, 1910 

 



 

 

  

The “Moon Law” forced Claus Reimers to close his saloon. He is seen 

above as a bartender at the “longest bar” (listed at lot 7 in 

Centennial Book. Claus Reimers Saloon is listed at lot 8.) The Café & 

Lodging House was in the brick building (lot 7 & 8) at the same 

location. 

Page  1 of Ida County Pioneer, published in Ida 

Grove, Iowa on Wednesday, December 20th, 1911 

 

Rennfeldts Fruit & Cigars is listed at lot #6 
Page  7 of Ida County Pioneer, 
Wednesday, November 20th, 1918 



    

 

The brick building on the left was the location of the "Longest Bar" and the Reimer's Cafe & Rooming House. 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

26 Jan 1914—Marie Reimers 

purchased lot number 8 and 

the north half of lot number 

9 in block 14 from Henry 

Bartelt for $2200. 

This is what the house looks like today from Google Earth. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

21 Oct 1914—Marie 

Reimers purchased the 

north part of lot 1 in block 

6 from Elverton E. Norton 

and wife for $1850. 

This is what the house looks like today from Google Earth. 

Timeline: 

• 1915 Iowa Census, Claus is 

listed as a Barkeeper in 

Holstein, Iowa—does not 

own home or farm. Page  3 of Ida County Pioneer, 
published in Ida Grove, Iowa on 

Wednesday, April 19th, 1916 

We missed this one, too: 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2 Mar 1918—Marie 

Reimers sold lot 8 and 

north half of lot nine in 

block 14 to Hans Dau for 

$3000.—A profit of $800 in 

4 years. 

Page  3 of Ida County Pioneer, published 
in Ida Grove, Iowa on Wednesday, August 
15th, 1917 

Page  6 of Ida County Pioneer, published in Ida 
Grove, Iowa on Wednesday, March 13th, 1918 

I don’t know what properties 

the above notice refers to… 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

11 Jan 1919—Marie Reimers 

and husband sold north part 

of lot 1 block 6 to Heinrich 

Wilhelm Lamp for $4700.—A 

profit of $2850 in 5 years! 

Page  9 of Ida County Pioneer, published in 
Ida Grove, Iowa on Wednesday, March 
26th, 1919 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

25 Sep 1919—Marie 

Reimers purchased lot 5 

block 1 from Anna Faden & 

husband for $750 

Is now part of the mill property which has 
large silos. It was next to the railroad. 

Timeline: 

• 16 Feb 1920 U.S, 

Census listed in 

Holstein on Hamburg 

St. (owned, not 

mortgaged), Claus is 

listed as a Lunchroom 

Manager. 



  

Page  9 of Ida County Pioneer, published in Ida Grove, Iowa 
on Wednesday, June 16th, 1920 

This must be the purchase of the lots K & L in 

the following deed sold later by her heirs. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

15 Nov 1922—the heirs 

of Marie Reimers sell lots 

K & L to William C Witt 

for $13,000. 

Location of lots K & L on 2nd St. & behind 
houses on Lubeck St. 

Picture of house & property today from 
Google Earth. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

15 Nov 1922—Claus J 

Reimers purchased lot 21 

block 5 and lot “C” as 

described from William 

Witt & wife for $13,000. 
If lot “C” is the same as lot 3 today, 

then it would be 1st lot on the right 

past Kinder Lane on 2nd St. 

Front of building from Google Earth. It was to the 
left of the Masonic Temple (lot 20).  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9 Jul 1924--The heirs 

of Marie Reimers 

sold to Frank 

Hoffman lot 5 in 

block 1 for $1 “and 

other good and 

valuable 

consideration.” I 

believe this their 

daughter Anna’s 

former father-in-law. 

Page  4 of Ida County Pioneer, published in Ida Grove, 
Iowa on Wednesday, March 13th, 1912 

Frank Hoffman also owned the 

lot where the” longest bar” was. 



 

  

Page  1 of Ida County Pioneer, published in Ida 
Grove, Iowa on Wednesday, December 31st, 
1924 

Page  5 of Ida County Pioneer Record, published 

in Ida Grove, Iowa on Thursday, October 25th, 

1928 

 

Page  1 of Ida County Pioneer, published in 

Ida Grove, Iowa on Wednesday, December 

24th, 1924 

 

Page  1 of Ida County Pioneer, published in Ida 

Grove, Iowa on Wednesday, January 30th, 1924 

 

Page  5 of Ida County Pioneer, published in Ida 
Grove, Iowa on Wednesday, May 12th, 1926 

Amount of taxes to be paid 1926 

Prohibition began on January 16, 1920, when the Eighteenth Amendment went into effect. It was repealed on 

December 5, 1933. It appears to have been a difficult time for Claus Reimers especially with the loss of his wife in 

1922. He apparently had another “Annex” Hotel and Pool Room on the north side of 2nd St. A fire didn’t help either—

It looks like he had another café north of where the longest bar and lodging house had been which apparently was 

the Hansen Furniture store in 1924. 



 

  
I thought at first, these photos were pictures from the fire reported in the article on the previous page. But that 

article was from 1924. It stated that C.F. Paulson owned the Farmer’s Union Building, but it appears to be 

different than the Paulson Produce Store below in 1929.  I think that the Cafe on the left was likely one of the 

Reimer’s Cafés which appears to have been on lot number 4 in Block 4.  

Timeline: 

• 1 Jan 1925, Iowa State Census owned home 

(mortgaged) on Davenport St. 

• 9 Apr 1930 U.S. Census rented home on Kiel St. 

Proprietor of Lunch Counter. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The major source for business locations was from the Holstein Centennial Book 1882-1982. I purchased my own 

copy from the library…on sale for $10.  

Important Locations for the Reimers Family in Holstein, Iowa: 

• Lot 18 Block 1, The Rausch Mill 

• Lot 15 Block 8, The Gleason Harness Maker. “His family joined Claus Johann Reimers in Holstein, Ida 

Co., Iowa, Wednesday, 5 Sep 1888, living in the house south of A. J. Gleason Shop” 

• Lot 1 Block 4, The 1st Reimers Saloon. (1905-1911; they may have still had a restaurant there -1913…?) 

• Lived on Main Street (Rented) 1910. 

• Lots 7 & 8 Block 4, “The Longest Bar” & The Reimers Café & Rooming House. (1910-1920…?) 

• Lived on Hamburg St. 1920. 

• Lot 5 &/or 4? Block 4, The Reimers Café. (1924 damaged or destroyed by fire…  -1929?) 

• Lots 10 & 11 Block 5, Claus Reimers Annex Hotel and Pool Room 1924 

• Lot 21 Block 5, The Reimers Café. (1922 (property purchased) - 1930…?) 

• Lived on Davenport St. 1925. 

• Lived on Kiel St. 1930. 



 

Clip of a 1906 Plat Map of Holstein, Iowa from an Atlas of Ida County, Iowa 

It appears that Marie Reimers and her husband Claus speculated in real estate. But they often did not own their own 

home. We may have missed some transactions. I did not find or get a copy of the deed when she had purchased lots 

K & L; the lots that were sold by her heirs after Marie’s death, but I found a notice in the Ida County Pioneer. Also, 

the 1920 census stated that they owned their home on Hamburg St. (Free with no mortgage). The 1925 Iowa State 

Census stated that Claus owned his home on Davenport St. (mortgaged). I did not find the Real Estate Transactions 

for either of these properties.  

The librarian at the Ida Grove Library informed us that the historical newspapers were online for free. That is where I 

found many of the newspaper articles when I got home…if only the Holstein Newspaper was digitized and 

searchable! 

 


