The story of why Charles L. Clifford was committed to
Osawatomie Mental Hospital

Prior to this story Charles Clifford appears to

have been a very successful farmer.

—Mr. C. L. Clifford, of Crane Sta-
tion, came in Wednesday to subseribe
for a copy ot the paper for his brother,
J. B. Cliftord, of Longton. Notwith-
standing the fine specimens of corn ly-
ing on our table, he said he had corn
that would excel it. He thinks one
field of his will yield from sixty to
seventy-five bushels to the acre. Most
all of the corn between this city and
| his home, he says, is in good condition.

The Weekly Star and Kansan - 12 Aug 1887

A Prize Alfalfa Story.
Independence, Aug. 17.—C. L.
Clifford, living northwest of Table
Meund, this county, has the prize ai-
falfa story. He has an 18-acre field.

The first cuting was twenty tons, |
which he saved for his own stock.

The second cutting is  twenty-
four tons, which he has baled and i3
selling at $12 a ton, or $288 for the
second crop delivered in town. First

crop at home worth $120, second crop |

worth §288, or ms from eighteen

acres of alfalfa and anothencrop now |

growing. Seed, an alfalfa meadow,
and one forpasture for hogs.

—

The Chanute Daily Tribune - 17 Aug 1907

C/mrles and /nsfamzly Sons Guy, Homer & Walter (m high c/mzr), Wﬁz Jennie;
and Daughters, Pearl & Lela. (Son Glen was not born yet.)—ca. 1888



The story of his downfall started out when he -l-ﬂE coum SBAT NEWS

made a claim for $500 against his brother’s,
Thomas B Clifford’s, estate.

HAPPENINGS OF THE DAY AT

ESTATE IS SUED.

Jury Listening to Evidence in a $500
Claim at Court.

The suit of Charles Clifford against
the estate of the late T. B. Clifford,
for §500, is belng tried before Judge
Flannelly in the district court today,
with jury. The plaintiff claims this
amount from the estate for work and
aelp to the deceased during his life-

me.

Independence Daily Reporter - 16 Mar 1908

Lawyers for the estate try to show that
the promissory note is a forgery.

SUEING TO RECOVER
AMOUNT OF NOTE

The case of C. L. Cliford against
the heirs of his brother's estate for
the collection of a promisory note for
$500 Is on trial before the district
court today, Thomas Wagstaff repre-
senty the plaintiff and Hon, A B.
Clark the defendants. An attempt is
bLeing made to show that the note was
A forgery and bankers of the ¢lty who
knew the decensed Clifford and his
Lhand writing were called as witness-
e8 to prove that the signature was
genuine. ‘l‘hey testifieg that In t.holr

B R N S S N S S

Independence Daily Reporter - 9 Feb 1909

INDEPENDENCE.

Matters at the Court House of General
Interest to Taxpayers Over
the County,

(Independence Reporter,)

The jury in the case of Charles
Clifford against the estate of E. T.
Clifford, tried before Judge Flannelly
in district court, brought in a ver-
dict last night at 6 o'clock, theamount
sued for. The suit was for services
rendered the deceased during his life-
time.

Coffeyville Daily Journal - 19 Mar 1908

CLIFFORD VS. CLIFFORD.

Plaintiff Claims Money Due on a Note,
Which Defense Says Was Forged.

The grind of district court began a-
gain this morning with the case of
Clifford vs. Clifford, which i3 on for
its second hearing. .

The suit involves an estate, and the
plaintiff claims that T. B. Clifford ex-
ecuted a mote in favor of his brother
Charles. This note, T. B. Clifford in-
sists,"is a forgery. Five hundred dollars
nthemmforwh:ehthenotemgwen.

The Evening Star - 10 Feb 1909



J H. Brewster calls into question Charles Clifford’s mental
condition. Brewster is the father of John Clifford’s wife’s
sister’s husband.

Charles Clifford,
was today placed in jall to
u hearing before the probate

atreet
awalt
Judze

ditiom,

in regard to his mental

of north

Sixth

con-

Independence Daily Reporter - 14 Jul 1909

Chas. Clifford, who was yesterday
put in jail to await his hearing for in-
sanity was to day released by his rela-
tives near LeHunt and he was taken

19,
Independence Daily Reporter - 15 Jul 1909

The Evening Star - 16 Jul 1909

The lunacy hearing of Charles Clif-
ford will M,hel tember 22. Pa-
pers wereé swor esterday, An at-
tempt to at Mk @lifford was
sane was made Ia.st spring, but for

lack of evldence wae,thrown out of
colirt. L ;

Independence Daily Reporter, 15 Sep 1909

home with them to wait his hearing.
Thig will take place on Monday, July

cum- c;mm of this city who
was tried on an insanity charge in
probate court was found to be of
sound at least there was not a
sufficient evidence to prove him other-
wise. Many witnesses testified yes-
terday as to his mental condition but
most of them were of the opinion that

he was mentally sound.
Independence Daily Reporter - 24 Sep 1909

Independence Daily Reporter - 23 Sep 1909
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SAYHE’S
INSANE

HREWSTERS BRING ACTION TO
TEST SANITY OF CHARLES
CLIFFORD.

TRIED TODAY

COMPLAINANT IS J, H. BREWSTER
WHO OLAIMS THAT CLIFFORD
IS MENTALLY UNBALANCED—
HAS THREATENED THE LIFE
OF FRANK BREWSTER AND IS
UNDER THE IMPRESSION THAT
HE HAS BEEN MISTREATED.

—_— .

J. H. Brewster today brought action
In probate court to test the sanity of
Charles Clifford of this ¢jty. Sulllvan
Lomax of Cherryvale, Is Mr, Clifford’'s
attorney. Deputy County Attorney Joe
Holdren appeared for the state,

The jury was composed of Tom
Burke, J. M. Anderson, George Hill
and Dr. Wickersham. On being ques-
tioned Dr. Wickersham was found to
be disqualified as he had formed an
opinion as to the mental condition of
the defendant, having been called to
his house In sickneas at different times
and having & chance to observe his ac-
tions on various occasions. Dr, J. T
Davis was selected Instead of Dr.

igkersham and the trial commenced
at 9:30 o'clock this moming and lasted
all day.

A large number of witnesses were
fut on the stand most of them being
for the defense. Clifford had fourteen
while the stato had three, At the time
of going to press the taking of the tes-
timony was still going on.

Mr. Brewster claims that Clifford
has freguently threatened to whoot
Frank Brewster gt whom he has &

k Brewster's wife and
Tom Clllod’- wife are sisters. Tom
Clifford died some time ago and sub-
sequent to his death, his brother,
Charles Clifford, the defendant in this
case produced 4 note for $500, with
the signature of Tom Clifford attached.
The heirs refused to honor the note,
saying It was a forgery.

Charles Clifford then brought sult
aguinst the cstate and judgment was
given in his favor but & new hearing
was granted and the verdict reversed.
Cliford blames Frank Brewster with
teing Instrumental for his defeat In
the courts.

—_—




Charles Clifford then sues
J. H. Brewster for $5000
for damaging his
reputation.

CLIFFORD SUES BREWSTER.

Attorney Sullivan Lomax today filed
an action on behalf of Charles L. CIlif-
ford in which he ‘sues J. H. Brewster,
the well known fammer and contractor,
for five thousand dollars for false im-
prisonment and malicious prosecution.
The suit grows out of an action brought
some time ago to have Mr. Clifford de-
clared insane and sent to the asylum.
The charge of insanity was not sustain-
ed. and Clifford declares that the ac-
tion caused him pain and humiliation
and damaged his standing in his com-
munity.

The Evening Star - 22 Nov 1909

Wants  $5,000.—Chas. I, Clifford
vesterday began suit against J. H.
Brewster for malicious  prosecution,
and asks $5,000 for the same., The
plaintiff alleges that, on August 10,
of this year, Mr. Drewster had him
arresteq on a charge of insanity and
that he was confined twenty-four
hours to the county jail. He asser's
that his trial came up the following
day and that no one appeareq against
him and that he was found not guil-‘
ty of the charge. Attorney Sulllvanl
Lomax has charge of the case,

NP PP

Independence Daily Reporter - 23 Nov 1909

The Daily Republican, 22 Nov 1909

The Evening Star - 22 Nov 1909

FALSE- IMPRISONMENT:

SUIT FOR $3,000

o owerns

50 FILED AGAINST.
J. H. BREWSTER.

Cf\as. L. Clifford Al.leges‘ Malicious
and Unlawful Prosecution Led
to His In'cx\Ll;('el‘atAi(.)ljl"in the
(‘ount.y Jail.

' By his attorney, Sullivan Lomax, !
‘Chas. L. Clifford today filed suit in
the district court against J. H. Brew-
ster for $5,000 damages.

In his petition plaintiff sets out
three causes of action. First, that
on or about August 10, 1909, defend-
ant did *“falsely, maliciously and un-
lawfully” procure the arrest of said
plainti€f and cause him to be cast in
the Montgomery county jail, thereby
depriving plaintiff of his liberty for
about 24 hours.‘‘to plaintiff’s great
mortification, humiliation and dis- |
grace.” That about Aug. 1, 1909, de- |
fendant appeared before the probate
court of this county and swore to a |
complaint that he was 'ot ‘unsound
mind, dangerous and unfit to be at . °
large. That defendant’s pdrposé was
to annoy and harass plaintiff.

The second cause of action is mal-
icious prosecution in the manner set
forth in the first cause of action.

The third cause of action is al-
so defined in the first. It is, viz.
That defendant did “‘wilfully, unlaw-
fully and without probable cause, but
with malice commence and begin a
prosecution’ falsely charging plain-
tiff with being a person of unsound
mind, dangerous and unfit to be at
large; that trial of this case was had
and terminated in plaint'ff's favor.

By reason of these alleged wrong-
ful acts, plaintiff asks $18.50 for loss *
of time, $60 attorney’s fee and ex- '
penses and $5,000 for the annoyance,
humiliation and disgrace of his ar-
rest and incarceration on the above
charge.

A poverty affidavit is attached to
the_ petition.

MALICIOUS
PROSECUTION

IS ALLEGED IN A SUIT FILED TO-
DAY FOR HEAVY DAMAGES.

'AGAINST J. H. BREWSTER

Charles L. Clifford Is the Plaintiff and
He Thinks His Feelings Were Hurt
and His Reputation Damaged Five
Thousand Dollars Worth By a Recent
Trial For Insanity — Thinks Mr.
Brewster the Principal Agent Back of
the Action.

Charles L. Clifford of this city has
brought suit against J. H. Brewster,
charging malicious prosecution. Sulli-
'\';}n Lomax is attorney for the plaint-
iff.

In his petition, the plaintiff avers
that on or about the first of August,
1909, the defendant swore out a com-
plaint charging the plaintiff to be a
man of unsound mind. That the plaint-
iff was arrested and confined in the
county jail and that he was brought
for trial before the probate court_and
after a hearing was released.

The plaintiff asks $5,000 for logs of
time from work and for the annoyance
and discomfort caused. as well as the
disgrace and humiliation.

This suit, as the petition states, is
the result of the arrest of Clifford last
summer on an insanity charge sworn to
by J. H. Brewster. Brewster claimed
that Clifford was acting in an insane
manner and that by reason of Clif-
ford’s freedom Frank Brewster, son of
J. H. Brewster. was in danger of bodily
harm,

The origin of the trouble dates back
quite awhile. Tom Clifford, a brother
of Charles Clifford. was a brother-in-
law of Frank Brewster, the men having
married sisters. Tom Clifford died
some  vears ago and after his death
Charles Clifford brought claims against
his estate. These claims were disallow-
ed and the theory of J. H. Brewster is
that Clifford blames Frank Brewster be-
canse they were not paid. It is said
by Mr, Brewster that Clifford went to
the home of J. . Brewster and calling
hiz daughter to the door told her that
Frank had better see that those claims
were allowed. Clifford during their con-
versation made a covert allusion to the
death of a brother of Frank Brewster
who was found dead in Chicago under
circumstances that led to the belief that
he was murdered. This conversation
was constructed by the Brewster family
to mean that if Frank did not use his
influence in Clifford’s behalf that he
(Frank) might meet the same fate as
his brother. i

The insanity case was tried before a
jury of six men who found the evidence

., insufficient to prove Clifford crazy.



The Evening Star - 7 Mar 1910

A motion asks that the petition be
made more “definite and




Charles Clifford continues to try and
claim money he believes is owed to him
despite setbacks. The suit is dismissed

again.

Filed Claim.—C, L. Clifford of Le-
hunt, who has been employed at the
Kansas Portland Cement Co., for the
past year, was In the city yesterday
on business. He filed a claim against
the estate of his brother, T. B. Clif-
ford, for $500. \

Independence Daily Reporter - 17 Sep 1910

CLAIMS WITH PROBATE COURT

C. L. Clifford of LeHunt, yesterday
filed with the probate court a claim of
$500 against the estate of his deceased
brother, T. B. Clifford. The money is
due, he eclaims. for labor. board. wash-
ing, horse fecd, ete. The claim was
filed with the probate court to save
it from being outlawed by the statute

of limitations. The matter has been

in the courts for several years and has
had two or three hearings. Mr. Clifford '

now holds a note and judgment for tRe
amount, but has not been able to col-
Ilcet.

The Evening Star - 17 Sep 1910

DISTRICT COURT CASES.
Anna M. Greer vs. Orion A. lLee,
dismissed at plaintiff's cost.

C. L. Clifford vs. J. H. Brewster,

dismissed.

ral . Y.L .. . er. . .9 wm_ ___ s

The Coffeyville Weekly Journal - 6 Jan 1911

Clifford On
| a Nelp Plan

!
|

'DEFEATED ON NOTE PROPOSITION
HE FILES CLAIM FOR $500 ON
i OPEN ACCOUNT.

. Charles Clifford, the old man whose
fight for $500 of his brother’s estate
is well known in legal circles and who
has brooded over ‘his troubles till he
‘has all kinds of mental hallucinations,
has filed a claim in probate court for
 $500 for services rendered his brother
‘nearly thirty years ago. The hearing
came due this afternoon and as he had
failed to comply wiih the order of the
court and itemize his account, the aec-
tion was dismissed.

Argument is of no avail with the old
man. Neither is it any use to tell him
his claim is outlawed. He harps on the
Istatemenl that the jury, Judge Flan-
"nelly, Probate Judge Osborn and all the
attorneys in the county have been brib-

'ed and that he can not get a fair hear-
“ing. He talks at random of ‘‘his sa-
cred honor,”” his ‘‘beloved brother,”’
and other subjects that show his men-
" tal condition.

y He was tried once for insanity, but
. was released and.continues to make a

pitiable though most unreasonable

" plea.

The Evening Star - 16 Jan 1911



The courts begin to weary from
Clifford’s court cases:

N

CLIFFORD CASE AGAIN.
Charles Clifford appealed today from
the decision of the probate court disal-
lowing him $500 from the estate of his
deceased father. The case was filed
with the clerk of the district court,
where it has been twice before in differ-
ent phases. Clifford is fighting a losing
game and cannot get an attorney to
take his case, so he will act as his own
attorney. An alleged note is the bask
of the litigation and Clifford has brood-
ed over his troubles till he is a wreck.

T4

The Evening Star - 24 Feb 1911

B'{ 'S O i 'S AV N

Independence Daily Reporter - 24 Feb 1911

Independence Daily Reporter - 26 May 1911

The Evening Star, 1 Jun 1911
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| €. L. Clifford vs_ J. H. Brewszer.
[damagt dismissed.

The Daily Republican - 23 Feb 1912

- " WOTICE. ‘

Independence, Montgomery County.
Kansas., Netlee is hercby given to
.the Prolate Judge of said county that
the estate of T. B. Clifford, deceosed,
must remain ag it ic open - for the in-
debtedness against it! I, Charles 1.
Cliftord, have a claim againr:t this
est'rm and this debt-must' be paid.

I also notify the public Yhat the real
estate, situated . three . and - nne«lf'ﬂi
‘miles soutleast of Indenpudcmre. o
s'qt{ng of eight acres. is . good
: | farm. - This- must’ not 'be suld”;nm-
“|I-his dehbt is paid, se be careful and|

T e

1 B

brother, Charles L Cup’ord bt

g '.‘ y sy 'r#n *53.;;

it have been acquaintoﬂ wﬂ%. Chnr‘le.a
‘| Clifford stnce he was a small bov and
kndw. himto be a goﬂd»aitiaen- & svhy
| hig famnily physician for a numbeér of
‘| years and know that Thomas Clifford
‘' made his home with Gharles for sev-
‘| eral vears, also Thomas Clifford told
me after he quit living with Charles
‘| that he owed him more than he was
able to paysat that tims, but that.he
{-would leave things in such a shape
that Charles would get what was due
him when he was dead, if he was nut
able to pay him sodner.

_ b L CALDWELL. M. ;

e R s o 5._]

ww..m,a.sa.qagm -muu.- B

Independence Daily Reporter - 15 May 1912

CLIFFORD MATI.

act accordingly. "This @ebt i dne the’

~ In the matter of the estate of T B.
Clifford, deceased, Mrs. Mary Clif- |
ford, administratix, C. L. Clifford
thmgh his attorney has filed nit
[ for settlement in the dlw court.'
Tihe case will be tried in the connng
M‘ay term. s I

The Evening Star, 19 Apr 1915,

Charles continues to lay claim to
his brother’s estate.

Family doctor attests to Charles’
good citizenship and that his
brother, Thomas, told him of his
debt to Charles.

CLIFFORD CASE CONTINUED.
The case of Charles Clifford, an
action to open up an estate settle-
ment, was called in district court to+
day and continued to next term.

-’

The Evening Star - 2 Jun 1915




Charles Clifford is again charged with insanity.

.

INSANITY HEARING.
The case of the State vs. Charles'
(lifford, a hearing to determine the
deiendant’s sanity, was held in the
probate court today. Charles Buch-
er of Coffeyville and Thurman Hill
of this city, appeared for Mr. Clif-
ford, but the latter dismissed them
and acted as his own attorney.

The Evening Star - 8 Jun 1915

]

' INSANITY CHARGE. |
Chas. Clifford, an old and well
known citizen of this city, is having
a hearing in the probate court this
afternoon on the charge cof insanity.
The hearing is held before Chas.
Shukers, acting probate judge. Eigh-
teen witnesses have been called for
each gide and it is probable the hear-
in gwill last the entire afternoon if

not longer,
Independence Daily Reporter - 8 Jun 1915

Tried on Insanity Charge.

Independence Reportér: = Chas.
Clifford. an old and well known oitis!
zen of this city, is having a hearine
in the probzte court this aftercoor
on the charge of insanity. 'The hear-
ing ic held before Chas. Shukers, act-
ing probate judge. Eighteen witness-

es have been called for each side

The Daily Republican, 9 Jun 1915

The hearing of Chas. Clifford,
charged with being of ungound mind,
in still in progress before Judge Chas.
Shukers, but will probably be' con-
cluded this afternoon. It began in
the district court room yesterday but
had to be removed to the probate
court room this morning to give way
for a session of the district court.

Independence Daily Reporter - 9 Jun 1915



This time he 7s found insane:

CHARLES CLIFFORD
FOUND INSANE

DECISION OF JURY IN PRO-
BATE COURT,

To Be Sent to Osawatomie As Soon
as Order for Admission Can Be
Secured—Brooding Over Property
the Cause.

Charles B, Clifford, an old and re-
spected resident of this city. was
found to be of unsound mind by 2
jury in the probate court yesterday
and it was ordered that he be sent to
the asylum for the insane at Osawat«
omie as soon as an order for his ad-
mission can be secured,

The hearing lasted the greater part
of two days.

The Evening Star - 10 Jun 1915

Thurman Hill was appointed as at-
torney for Mr. Clifford by Attorney
Shukers, sitting as probate judge, but
Mr. Clifford dismissed him and took
charge of the case himself. Thurman
however, continued to sit as co-coun-
sel and did what ke could to bring
out the facts.

Mr. Clifford had the sheriif’s men
on the jump both dys. He supoend-
ed a large number of people, some ol
whom have not been residents of this
section for years and of course could
not be found. Clifford has a wife
and several children at home and sev-
eral children with families of their
own.

His mental trouble is the outgrowth
of a dispute over scttlement of an
estate. He claims he was not fairly
treated in the distribution of pro-
perty due the heirs. His case has
been in court a long time and he has
slways lost. This embittered him

against the courts and lawyers, and as

he brooded over the matter it appears
to have gccured to him that the courts
were the chief obstacle in the way of
redress, so he has made threats di-
rectly or indirectly against Judge
Flannelly, it was brought out in this
hearing. On a visit to the city hall
he remarked that there might be an-
other Necley-Truskeett case if he din’t
get justice. It was, therefore deemed
best to take proper precautions. The
family have the sympathy of the ma-
jority who have had anything to do
with the matter,

WANTED—Two or three furnished
rooms, Close in. J. W. Gors, Care
Bell Telephone. 6-10-3

FOR SALE—Red and black raspber-
rics at 715 N. 13th, M, V. Strine.
6-10-3¢.

CHAS. CLIFFORD INSANE
In the probate court yesterday even-

The Star Sets the Pace.

_———

= .}

ing Chas. Clifford was found to be in-
sane after a trial lasting nearly two
days. It has been evident to Mr.
Clifford’s friends for sometime that he
was mentally unbalanced. Long brooad-

a severe case of monomania, For sev-
eral weeks he has been making

as lawyers or in other capacities were

insisted on conducting his own case
and furnished sufficient evidence in
this way to convince a jury of hig un-
soundness of mind although a prepond-
erance of evidence was introduced to
confirm the charge., He will be taken
to the state hospital just as soon as

admission cai be obtained.

Independence Daily Reporter - 10 Jun 1915

ing over pending litigation developed |

connected with the litigation he_was~
concerned in. When it came to his |
examination in the probate court he|

threats against the lives of men who |




CLIFFORD IS INSANE

Pathetic Case of An Old Man Who
Lost His Mind Through Litication
Estate.

Over Brother's i
|
In the probate court _vesterda_vi
Charles Clifford, an old man of Inde-|
pendence, was found to be irsane af-
ter a trial lasting two days. Excep-
tionzlly bright on most subjects Clif
ford was the victim of a belief that
‘ne had been defraunded out of seme |
moneyv owing to him from the es -‘ate
of his deceased brother and he brood-
ed over the subject till he became ;
!monomaniac, a misery to himself, a|
|nuisance to those with whom  he/
came ir contact and a menace to,
these he considered had wronged
him. In addition to being mentally
,unbalanced, Clifford was lame in one
lez and for the past few years has
heen a pathetic fizure on the streets
of Independence. A former eflort was
jmade to have him adjudged of un.-:
‘zound mind, about two years ago but
he evaded the asylum that time. ‘
|

i Thas. Clifford lived with his Lro-|
‘ther on a farm near Independence m|
the earlv dayvs. He workad on the

farm but claims that no . stipulated
wages were paid him. After his bro- |
ther's death a few years ago, he
1aid claim to $500 of the money from
| his brother's estate, saying that an
agreement to that effect had been;
made many vears before. The he:r--I
resisted pavment of the claim and a|
little latter Clifferd procduced what|
!purported to be a note signed by his
T’de{\ﬁ brother. The matter was taken |
into court and the heirs fought pay-:
ment, claiming the note to be a forg-
erv. Clifford was beaten but asked
| for a new trial and was given it an:d
{lost again. |

wnla

TVanes bhant tivena Ffarmrard hic

The Daily Republican, 11 Jun 1915

", From that time forward his
[ purpose in life was to get that mon-
ev which he claimed had heen wrong
fully withheld. He made repeated ai
'|t9mpt~ to get another hearing say-
ine :hat his honor had been assail
‘led in the claim that he was a forger,
and that nothing short of a veidict
{in his favor by a jury would remcve
‘|the stain from his reputation. He
i:n;;u-»lr--! to every attorney in ihe
'(-nur:ty. After examining his claim
and the court records, one after an-
|other they turned him down. He be-
hallucination
cor-

sole

|came possessed of a
|that his brother’s children had
rupted the probate court and the
district court and the entire Mont
gomery county har and he would ac-
cuse the attorneys and even the juidg
of beinz brought with a price. 1He
haunted the corridors and offices of
the court house like the veritable
ghost that he was, imploring oificials
to allow him to see copies of rezl or
"limaginary records of the trimi and
‘I'was always appealing for another
| nearing on the zrcund that he had
some newly discovered evidence

‘| Finallv his condition reached the
' gtuge where he is alleged to have
made threats against those he blam-
el with hnis deownfall The hearing
with respect to his sanity was 1eld
before Attornev Charles Shukers. be-
canse Probate Judge Roy Osborn had
| already formced an opinicn and <aid
he ecould not try the case impartially.
| Judge Flannelly and other o fcials
as well as severals attcrneys were wir
nesses. Clifford refused the services
of attornevs who had been wnpointel
to look after his side of the case api
jacted as his own attorney He rook
| occasion, it is  said to give Judge
Flannelly a severe rebuke, sayirZ
i that unless he could get a fair h=2oar
inz in the district court on the mat-
| ter that was uppermost in }ir mind,
1lh~‘ cnurt might have another case
,sm.tlar to that of the Trusketti case
Ito deal with. No cne who listened to
{the insanity hearing formed any oth
jer opicion hut that Clifford was hope
(13351} insane.

|




Charles is taken to the Osawatomie State
Mental Hospital

CLIFFORD TO ASYLUM.
Charles B. Clifford who was last
week found to be insane, was taken
to the asylum today by Sheriff Lewis.

The Evening Star, 15 Jun 1915

Historical Photos from the Miami County
Historical Museum

Adair Building, State
Hospital for Insane,
Osawatomie, Kansas.

TEEEMIIUUWYE WY MNIWIAAVIAR W WWVEL,

In re appeal of Charles L. Clifford;
d!smipsed. .

{ |

Independence Daily Reporter, 11 Oct 1915

CLIFFORD SEEMED

10 BNOY I

Sheriff Lewis returned this
morning from Osawatomie, where
he placed Charles Clifford in the
asylum for the insane. Mr. Clif-
ford gave him no trouble and
dwelt but little upon the affair
that has obsessed him for so long.
The trip seemed to take his mind
off his tribulations, in fact, and
to put him in a more cheerful
mood. Perhaps a few months of
rest and quiet will bring him back
to normal mentally. i

Near Osawatomie the Marais
des Cygnes was about a half mile
wide, and the sheriff and Mr. Clif-
ford had to be transferred in a
boat; much of the track being-un-
der water. The river has been up
about like that since last Saturday
and the flood recedes very slowly.

The Evening Star, 16 Jun 1915



The siblings of Thomas Clifford’s
widow were also not happy with the
distribution of her estate after her

death.

T WYY gy W W W

“|asserted that the deceased several days

_. désired her property to be equally di-

-adeedmnllherpropertytol(n.

"|ation and that she was unduly influ-
‘lenced while in a weakened physical

|the property and appointment of a

|whereby all the brothers and sisters

THE CLIFFORD ESTATE. SUI

BROTHERS AND SISTERS OF MRS,
MARY CLIFFORD FILE SUIT
Deceased Deeded All Her Property tc
One Sister Before Her
Death

A case has been filed in the district
court naming W. F, Flack, Gordon
Flack, John Flack and Ella Viel-
leaux as plaintiffs and Mattie Brews-
ter and ¥, D. Brewster as defendants.
From the -petition filed by George
Wark, attorney for the plaintiffs, it is
learned the action is started by the
plaintiffs to protect their presumed in-
terest in the estate of Mrs. Mary Clif-
ford, deceased, the four plaintiffs and
Mrs. Mattie Brewster being brothers
and sisters of Mrs. Clifford. The peti-
tion says that at the time of Mrs. Clif-
ford’s death she was the owner of 80
acres of land in section 17-33-16 and
residence property in this city which
is now renting for $40 per month. It is

{

prior to her last illness she told her
oldest brother in case of her death she

videded among her sisters and broth-
ers after her debts were paid.

Ten days before her death she gave
Brewster, The plaintiffs claim that
this deed was given without consider-
and mental condition. They ask a re-
straining order to prevent the sale of
receiver for the same and a partition

will receive an equal share.

>
Independence Daily Reporter - 18 Mar 1916




According to my grandfather, Walter Clifford, his father was not insane and he got his father

released to his custody about 1917 on the condition that he would not return to Kansas.
From an interview of Walter Clifford:

Dean Kelley: ...and those were the ones who had your father committed to uh...

Walter Clifford: No, that was my father’s brother’s wife’s folks.

Dean Kelley: What was their name?

Walter Clifford: Well, *course, his brother’s name was Clifford. His wife, she was a Brewster!. And her
father was a lawyer of some kind. But you see it all come about when Uncle Rob? died. He left dad,
according to what | was told, and everything, $500. But, his wife, which was a daughter of the attorney,
they refused to pay it. And dad kept fighting with them, you see, back and forth for four or five years.

Dean Kelley: Did your father have an attorney?

Walter Clifford: | suppose he did. | don’t know, but anyhow Brewster got tired of it, and took him to
court and had him proved insane ‘sent him to Osawatomie.

Dean Kelley: “sent him to Osawatomie.” How long was he in Osawatomie?
Walter Clifford: He must have been up there 3 or 4 years.

Dean Kelley: What years was he in Osawatomie? Do you remember?
Walter Clifford: I don’t know?. I got him out of there in 1917.

Dean Kelley: 1917 you got him out. How did you do that?

Walter Clifford: | was living in Tulsa at the time and | agreed to take him out of the state.
Dean Kelley: Take him out...

Walter Clifford: You see | was married.

Dean Kelley: You agreed to take him out of the state of Kansas.

Walter Clifford: Yeah.

Dean Kelley: So they released him...

Walter Clifford: They released him in my care.

Dean Kelley: In your care.

Walter Clifford: | took him to Tulsie. He wasn’t crazy by any stretch of the imagination. So, T don’t
know whether | done it or whether he done it or what, but anyhow, he finally proved himself that he could
go back to Kansas. You know, if he agreed not to cause any trouble or anything like that.

! His wife’s maiden name was Mary Ellen Flack. Her sister Mattie was married to Frank Brewster. It was
Frank’s father, James H. Brewster, an influential building contractor that got Charles committed.

2 1t was actually his uncle Thomas. ®He was admitted 16 Jun 1915, according to the newspaper article.



His wife, Sarah Jane “Jennie” Clifford filed for divorce on the grounds of desertion:

— e —————————— —— ———

Alleges Dcsertion and Non-support,

Jennie Clifford. of Independence hag
filed suit in the district court against
C. L. Clifford. The petition alleges
that they were married at Iidepend-
ence December 26th, 1887, and therc
have becn six children born to them,
five of whom are of age, and the oth
er a minor. It is also alleged that in
the early part of 1914 the.defendani
without cause deserted the plaintifi
and has not lived with her since that
time. That during his absence he has
been guilty of gross neglect, and has
failed in every way to support her.
She asks for a divorce and the cus
tody of the one minor child and what
further relief the court will grant her|

Independence Daily Reporter - 21 Aug 1919

Charles L. Clifford
(1861-1931)

Jsnnie Clifford was.granted a di-
voree from C. L. Clitford by Judge J.
W. Holdren in district court this morn-
ing on grounds of non-support. She
was granted care and custody of their
hild. .

Independence Daily Reporter - 25 Oct 1919

According to the 1920 census, he is again in Kansas in 1920 in Chanute working as a laborer in

casting (in a cement factory again?).

In 1930, aged 68, he was living with his daughter Lela Vandresser in Independence, occupation is

listed as “none.”

On 18 Apr 1931, he committed suicide by taking strychnine. He had made 3 previous attempts at
suicide. His obituary said that he was “despondent over the loss of a hand in accidental shooting”

last Christmas time. He had been working as a travelling suit salesman:



Charles L. Clifford
obituary:

He died 1R Anril 1031

BRIEVING AT LOSS
C, L. CLIFFORD TAKES
POISON 70 END LIFE

Despondent Over Toss of a
Hand in Aceidental
Slmﬂﬁng

or. _Aldrich rcpartcd this
| afterneon fh=t It was = plain
[ case-of sulcide and no Inguest
would be necezzary, He stated
that the atrychnine had heen
purchassd ' In Independénce
yesterday by Mr. Clifford, Two
i previous- attempls at suicide
ended [n faflure due to cuick
action on the part of the fam-
i'y, accarding to the coroner.
A wesk apio M. Cliffard at-
tempted to hang himself in the
i harn, while slx weeks ago he
_| made an  attempt at suicide
by turning on the gas in his
Foom.

; qur!mll‘ent over the loss of his
|14E.ll. Leoaui fign - pecidentt. last
December, O. T, ClHTord, 70, ook
hig own Iife” by ih@ poison. route
at 580 this moralng, death opeur-
ring at the home of HLis dauzhter,
{Mrs, 0. P, Vandresser on North
iTeuth aireet road, Siryehnine was
used and the family jound s drim
botila of the poison, of which one-
third of 4lle contents:hod becn tak-
an, neat his body.

Mr.. Clifford et o nole explain-
ing hiz aclion whish was dated
MMarch 1, He asked his family to
{give the eause of death as heart

troudle, pml the Jeath was - first!

‘réported lo newspnper men as dus
iloold age and compllcations, 3fr
LOEforG hiad mede hres pravions
attempts o take hiz own life, sce
cording (o Mra. ¥ andresser, and 1
iz Dbelleved that e note was writ-
fen for the fivst attempth.

The letber Tollows fn parts
| "Dear frlends and relatives: In
March if .my heart should quit Evat-
tig ef ceoursa- 1 have’ llved o good
many  vears, . Born i Pennsylvaniia
Oofaner B 1881 1 hayve enjoyed liv-
ing & part of tha time. Now my feet
#ro cglving way. My ]P{:E, my. hack,
Ty arms ara lall .—zamqt malking A
Hving, il scoms

Mhred, Ille-t ifred af life, Age
and  disability 1z the eanss. . Wesp
Inot for ing when gene.  Wa all bave
[to spemd . eternity,  Wa =zl ha'.'e to
paes ono fo the g:ra?t Trepnd.

—. L, Clifford,

A oot mete follows:  Parry--

“T mnte mppreciate. yonr Kindogss.
|Bay: Parcy. ples: don't penoel  Just
rwhad enzed  denlh,
nervous | brefls down. Floage  =ay
snothing 1o any one. Tell them old -
nES 1:an nervouz break t'rrnn Farry
e o the enrsatas ke i)
Eo pleasesdon’l te]l mny one.

Acc|demm!y Shot

The weeident din Selich™ My, €HI
ford laz: hizg righs hanl.about one

{Caentinued on T’.gn )
LR o T e

only old ‘age and {Luek-was in‘charge of the servica,
- lections wit
Hthe plano.

and onzhall. fiiwhes wbove  the |,
wrlst, oerurred at Clir's maa Hina [SFPL Eﬁ;ﬁi’

1
i
YN XT S -y B j l]nﬂﬁﬁﬂ\._

GRIEYI"'S AT-A0SS

tt.'nn!.mlted- un‘“age 11

in ‘&n accidenta] gao0ling mnear
Cushing, Okla. He had been &
travellne salesman for a sult con-
cern {6 ithe paet iniriecn years
and -was At Coshing durbig: tha
holidays, On February. b lie came
tn Indenendence, which he had al-
wiys oongidersd his home sinec
e had guit forming near Crape
sintion, and made his homa with
hiz: daughter. - He grieved ¢onsid-
erably over.the loss of his hand
gnd on account of Wiz despondezey
the family had beesn watehing him
clasaly fo prevent.a tragedy,

Harly todey Mra, Vandrasser was
awalkened by a noiga fn her fathers
room and found him uneonscious.
Dr, T, W. Shelton -waz ‘hurviedly
summaoned,  hut found  him dead
on his arrival. Do W. J. Aldrich
county. coroher, was then notifled
and made an investigation.

Born In Pénnsylvanla

Mr. Clifford was born--in Peénn
svivania on Octoher B, 1881, and
came to Monigomery county in
1870 to make hig fHoma. © Part ol
tha time since then ho hag. beon
in Oklazhoma.  Fe eama hack  tc
the donnty o Eehrnary b,-1o-aeake
hig home witn his d't'n‘fhter. E:u‘\
viving him are one daughter, Mis
Vandresser, ongd four fons, ‘:'nl‘tet
Cliftord, Allhnmbra, Calif: Hemer
Clifford, Wann, Tex; Glenn Tt
ford, ci]-:rnnlgeo. Okla. and Guy
Clifford of Wewoka, Olﬂa

For wears Mr, Clifford etlended
the Felends  chureh and wis s
meniber of the Modern Woodnien
of America, ; )

Fuperal serviess will he ‘held
Sunday afterfioon at ithe Jockson
funeral home - with “fiterment In
AMount. Hops cematery.

Funera] servlcez. were held Sun-
day: afternoom.. from i the. Jackson
funeral homafor 0 L CliTfora, 70,
who. died - at kiz mug’r-tcr’a hnmn
ion the Morth Tenth strech © rosd
| early SaLurda.y monirg. D W

tIntermeant was madn Ln ol zi g f;

Hopa-cametery; - ! £

Mrs, 0.0 &hﬂva"rl a ng
L

The ' pailhearers
vach,» Roverdy -'If‘thnn Siﬂl (=]

.




