
 

The Chanute Daily Tribune - 17 Aug 1907 
The Weekly Star and Kansan - 12 Aug 1887 
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Independence Daily Reporter - 9 Feb 1909 

 

The Evening Star - 10 Feb 1909 
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Independence Daily Reporter - 24 Sep 1909 

The Evening Star - 16 Jul 1909 
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The Evening Star, 19 Apr 1915, 

The Evening Star - 2 Jun 1915 



Independence Daily Reporter - 8 Jun 1915 
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Independence Daily Reporter -  9 Jun 1915 



 

The Evening Star - 10 Jun 1915 
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The Evening Star, 16 Jun 1915 
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Dean Kelley: …and those were the ones who had your father committed to uh… 

Walter Clifford: No, that was my father’s brother’s wife’s folks. 

Dean Kelley: What was their name? 

Walter Clifford: Well, ’course, his brother’s name was Clifford. His wife, she was a Brewster1. And her 

father was a lawyer of some kind. But you see it all come about when Uncle Rob2 died. He left dad, 

according to what I was told, and everything, $500. But, his wife, which was a daughter of the attorney, 

they refused to pay it. And dad kept fighting with them, you see, back and forth for four or five years. 

Dean Kelley: Did your father have an attorney? 

Walter Clifford: I suppose he did. I don’t know, but anyhow Brewster got tired of it, and took him to 

court and had him proved insane ‘sent him to Osawatomie. 

Dean Kelley: “sent him to Osawatomie.” How long was he in Osawatomie?  

Walter Clifford: He must have been up there 3 or 4 years. 

Dean Kelley: What years was he in Osawatomie? Do you remember? 

Walter Clifford: I don’t know3. I got him out of there in 1917. 

Dean Kelley: 1917 you got him out. How did you do that? 

Walter Clifford: I was living in Tulsa at the time and I agreed to take him out of the state.  

Dean Kelley: Take him out… 

Walter Clifford: You see I was married. 

Dean Kelley: You agreed to take him out of the state of Kansas. 

Walter Clifford: Yeah. 

Dean Kelley: So they released him… 

Walter Clifford: They released him in my care. 

Dean Kelley: In your care. 

Walter Clifford: I took him to Tulsie. He wasn’t crazy by any stretch of the imagination. So, I don’t 

know whether I done it or whether he done it or what, but anyhow, he finally proved himself that he could 

go back to Kansas. You know, if he agreed not to cause any trouble or anything like that. 

 

1 His wife’s maiden name was Mary Ellen Flack. Her sister Mattie was married to Frank Brewster. It was 

Frank’s father, James H. Brewster, an influential building contractor that got Charles committed. 

2 It was actually his uncle Thomas. 3He was admitted 16 Jun 1915, according to the newspaper article. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Independence Daily Reporter - 21 Aug 1919 

 

Independence Daily Reporter - 25  Oct 1919 



 


