
Walter Lemon Clifford
When Walter Lemon Clifford was born on August 10, 1897, in Independence,
Kansas, his father, Charles, was 35 and his mother, Sarah, was 30. He
married Dora Edith Lukanbill on May 14, 1916. He then married Alice
Christina Cornett on April 20, 1925; they had two sons and one daughter
together between 1926 and 1930. He died on August 23, 1986, in Redlands,
California, at the age of 89.

Birth Record
Walter was born 10 Aug 1897, from Clifford family
Bible

Insert from Clifford family Bible



Delayed Birth Certificate
Certificate issued 13 Aug 1912, evidence given by
affidavits by his mother, Uncle W. Verbryck, Aunt Anna
Miller

November 1897
Walter, 3 months old.



The Charles Lemon Clifford
Family
Charles Lemon, Sarah Jane, Lela, Pearl, Guy, Homer,
Walter (in High chair)--not in order.

1900
In 1900, Walter Clifford was 2 years old and lived in
Independence, Kansas with his father, mother, 2
brothers, 2 sisters, and grandmother. His father was a
tenant farmer.

1900 United States Federal Census

March 1, 1905
On March 1, 1905, Walter Clifford was 7 years old and
lived in Independence, Kansas.

Kansas State Census Collection, 1855-1925



1910
In 1910, Walter Clifford was 12 years old and lived in
Independence, Kansas with his father, mother, and 3
brothers. His father worked at a cement factory.

1910 United States Federal Census

1910
Attended Peebler School, a one-room schoolhouse.
According to an oral interview, he quit school at 5th
grade. (According to the 1940 census, the highest
grade he completed was the 6th).

Cousins
Cousins Clate Miller and Walter Clifford



Walter learned his trade
aged 14-18
Ulrich Revolving Door Factory

1915
In 1915, Walter Clifford was 17 years old and lived in
Independence, Kansas.

Kansas State Census Collection, 1855-1925

Walter with Perry
VanDresser
His brother-in-law.



Walter
and the Checkerboard he made.

Walter with his mother,
Sarah Verbryck Clifford
He married Dora Edith Lukanbill, 14 May 1916.



Draft Card
Walter Lemon Clifford was living in Independence,
Kansas, when he registered for the World War I draft.

U.S., World War I Draft Registration Cards, 1917-
1918

Street Car Conductor
Salt Lake City, Utah. He and his wife separated but got
back together briefly in Denver, Colorado.

1920
In 1920, Walter L. Clifford was 22 years old and lived
in Caney, Kansas with his wife, Edith. He worked at
Empire Gas Co.

1920 United States Federal Census



1922
Walter L. Clifford lived in Denver, Colorado in 1922.
Howard Lumber is where he worked when he lost his
fingers.

U.S. City Directories, 1821-1989

1923
Walter and his dogs.



1924
Walter L. Clifford lived in Denver, Colorado in 1924.

U.S. City Directories, 1821-1989

1925



Marriage Certificate 1925
Walter L. Clifford & Alice Christina Cornett were
married in Bartlesville, Oklahoma.  Alice had been
staying with her sister Virgie and Virgie's husband,
Clate Miller, when Clate's cousin, Walter came for a
visit. Walter had asked his mother about Alice
and claimed he  "was going to marry her," before they
even met.They met on March 24th, and were engaged
that evening, and married 3 weeks later on April 20th.
Walter had gotten a job at a planing mill in Tulsa.

Marriage Record
from the Clifford family Bible



Pig Stand recipes 1925
Walter & Alice lived with his brother Guy & his wife
Ester. They went into partnership managing in the "Pig
Stand" restaurant.

Family Recipes 1925
as written by his son-in-law Dean Kelley in 1996.

Walter & Alice



1926
New parents, Wichita, Kansas

1926 Walter, Alice & Bobby



1927
Walter worked at Howard Planing Mill (He said he was
promised a job there for life, after the loss of his
fingers.) Afterwards he was able to follow his dream of
working on airplanes at Alexander Industries. Here is a
personal letter written to Alice...

Alice, Walter & Bobby

1927
Walter L. Clifford lived in Denver, Colorado in 1927.

U.S. City Directories, 1821-1989



1927
Eagle Rock Airplane (Photo from the Englewood
Public Library)

1928
Walter L. Clifford lived in Denver, Colorado in 1928.

U.S. City Directories, 1821-1989

1928 Alexander Industries
Colorado Springs, Colorado. from:
http://www.usgwarchives.org/co/elpaso/postcards/alexander.jpg
In 1928 the corporation was moved to Colorado Springs after
fire destroyed the Englewood plant.



1928
Interior of Alexander Aircraft Factory, one of the
largest civil- aircraft factories in the country at this
time-- Interior view of the Alexander Aircraft Company
factory, Colorado Springs, El Paso County, Colorado,
show workers at machines, lathes, drill presses with
ceiling mounted belt drives, an airplane body, and a
break seating area. --- Denver Public Library Digital
Collections

1928
Design contest winner



1929
Walter L. Clifford lived in Colorado Springs, Colorado
in 1929.

U.S. City Directories, 1821-1989

Pop & Glen
Colorado Springs



Cliff, Glen & their mother
Colorado Springs, Colorado

1929
Diploma in shop & mathematics



Walter Lemon Clifford

Alexander Bullet 1929
An Alexander Bullet competed in the 1929 National Air
Races. Female pilot Jessie "Chubbie" Keith-Miller won
two transcontinental air races piloting an Alexander
Bullet.



Alexander Bullet 1929
The aircraft experienced stability problems in spin
testing, killing two pilots. Walter flew in it but only flew it
straight.

Walter, Alice & Bobby

Daddy



Walter & Alice
with their little girl, Doretta

1930
In 1930, Walter R. Clifford was 32 years old and lived
in Lynwood, California with his wife, Alice, and 2 sons.
He worked as a Cabinet Maker.

1930 United States Federal Census



1934
2nd marriage ceremony. (Walter did not follow up to
see if his first wife had filed the divorce papers he had
signed, and/or the waiting period in California was
longer than in Oklahoma, so he and Alice married
againhoping to keep it legal.)

1935
Walter F. Clifford lived in Alhambra, California in 1935.
His mother, Jennie, was living with them.

U.S. City Directories, 1821-1989



1939
Walter L. Clifford lived in Alhambra, California in 1939.

U.S. City Directories, 1821-1989

Walter with sons Bob & Jay
B.



1941
Walter L. Clifford lived in Alhambra, California in 1941.

U.S. City Directories, 1821-1989

The Clifford Family



1943
Walter L. Clifford lived in Alhambra, California in 1943.

U.S. City Directories, 1821-1989

April 1, 1940
On April 1, 1940, Walter L. Clifford was 42 years old
and lived in Alhambra, San Gabriel, California with his
wife, Alice, 2 sons, and daughter. He worked as a
woodworker at a furniture factory.

1940 United States Federal Census

Woodworker
Walter worked for Angelus Furniture Company from
about 1930 to 1946.



The Cliffords
Bob was on leave from the Navy; Jay B was in the Sea
Scouts.

Walter
with Alice and Norma Miller



1946
Walter L. Clifford lived in Alhambra, California in 1946.

U.S. City Directories, 1821-1989

Hoffman Radios
Walter worked for California Coast Company building
radio cabinets for Hoffmann & Sears companies.



1948
1948 Desoto. . The car was bonus from California
Coast Company..



1949
Walter L. Clifford lived in Alhambra, California in 1949.

U.S. City Directories, 1821-1989

1949
Walter and Alice owned a restaurant (Their daughter,
Doretta hated waitressing).



The Clifford Family

1952

California, Voter Registrations, 1900-1968



Walter & Alice

1954
Walter L. Clifford lived in Alhambra, California in 1954.

U.S. City Directories, 1821-1989



1954
Alice, William Kelley, Walter, and Marie Kelley at
Daughter Doretta's Engagement Party.

June 26, 1954
Doretta's wedding

Pop with Doretta
The chair Pop made



Pop's Cabinet Shop 1961
Crestline, California

The Clifford house1961
Crestline, California

The house that Pop built--
1961
He built it around an old oak tree.



Grandchildren in the
mountains

1961
The Kelleys and the Cliffords



Pop
He could roll a cigarette between his thumb and little
finger.

1973
Airport arrival

Playing cards
With me, Dana, looking on...



1978
Back Row: Jay Kelley, Scott Clifford with Garique, Eric
Kelley, Craig Clifford and friend, Dean Kelley. Front
Row: Walter Clifford, Dana Kelley, Anna Clifford,
Priscilla Clifford, Alice Clifford, Doretta Kelley.

Grandpa C
At grandson, Bruce Kelley's, with Grandma C, mom.
Dana (me), and Anna Kelley. He loved to be teased by
his grandkids!



Yucaipa, California
With Daughter Doretta, & granddaughter Erin in front
of their mobile home; 34184 County Line Rd.,Space
93.

1985 60th Wedding
Anniversary



1986

Obituary
His ashes were strewn somewhere at sea.


