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    Oren Bradford Scott was born on February 7, 1923, in Portland (or Salem?), 
Oregon, the natural child of James (or G.) Hensen (or Hanson), a waiter or bellhop 
at the Arlington Club in Portland, Oregon, and Margaret (or Mildred?) Brown, a 
schoolgirl. Oren was less than 2 weeks old when he was given or sold to a woman 
named Lina Buchanan, who had feigned pregnancy and convinced her husband the 
baby was their own. When he discovered the lie 2½ years later, Charles Buchanan 
sued the hospital and doctor where Mrs. Buchanan had gone to "lie in" after birth. 
While embroiled in the court case and soon to be divorced, Mrs. Buchanan had 
Oren secreted away with her good friends Russell & Erma Scott in Lyman, 
Washington. As the court case was winding down, she asked her friends to adopt 
Oren themselves and she requested to become his godmother under her previous 
married name, Lina Haviland.  
 
    Oren married Malvina Odelia Schumacher on February 28, 1944, in Bremerton, 
Washington. They had three children in 10 years. He died on September 26, 1990, 
in Gig Harbor, Washington, at the age of 67. 

 

   



 

 

 

Lina Buchanan took possession of a newly born baby at the Altamont Apartments, 

Fifth & College streets, Portland Oregon.   

 

 

 

  Angelina “Lina” Buchanan, wife of Charles E 

Buchanan, walked into a woman's hospital 

in Portland, Oregon claiming to have given 

birth. She told them that she had nurse’s 

training and required no assistance, just a 

place to recuperate.  A birth certificate was 

issued before the lie was discovered. When 

staff members discovered that she had not 

given birth, she pleaded with them to keep 

the real parentage of the child a secret so that she might keep her husband’s love. A 

telephone call was made to Charles Buchanan at Raymond, Washington, informing 

him of the birth of his son.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Oregonian, February 14, 1923 



 

 

Information concerning Oren's birth contained in a letter written 

to Mrs. Russell Scott from Lina Buchanan, June 24 1926* 

* I now think his parents might actually have been Graham P. Henson and Mildred Kathleen Brown 

(Bearns). This couple was married in September of 1922. They fit the story much better; he worked 

as a Bellhop and she was born in South Africa, the daughter of an Irish prospector, originally from 

Newfoundland. I previously had thought another Margaret Brown might have been his mother. 



 

   Mr. Buchanan gets a hint of the deception from a lodge 

brother at his mother’s funeral. After learning the truth, he 

tried suing his wife, the doctor and hospital official for 

$38,911 damages. 

The Oregonian   July 11, 1925 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The case was picked up by 

the Associated Press and 

became national news: 

 

The Oregonian, July 12, 1925 

According to article, they 

were living at 6224 59th 

St. S.E, in Portland. 



  

 

 

  

Mr. Buchanan is ultimately unable to 

bring suit against his wife.   July 19, 1925 
The Oregonian, July 21, 1925 



  

 

 

  

June 10, 1926; an original 

clipping found amongst his 

adopted mother’s 

documents. 



  

More Newspaper Clippings regarding the Buchanan 

“Stork Suit,”   June 10 & 11, 1926 



 

  
The Morning Oregonian, 

Friday, June 11 1926 



   

June 12 & 13, 1926 



  

June 15, 1926 



 

June 16, 1926 June 17, 1926 June 18, 1926 



  

The husband loses 

his case, but the 

defendants were 

reprimanded for 

their involvement 

in the scheme. 

Following is the letter 

written by Mrs. Buchanan 

to Mrs. Scott asking her to 

adopt Oren. 



  



 

  



 

  



 

 



 

 



 



 

 



 

 



  

It was reported later on August 28, 

1926 that C.E. Buchanan was 

granted his divorce from “Lila” 

Buchanan. 

August 15, 1926 



 

Letters from the Scott’s attorney regarding their adoption of Orin Bradford Hensen Buchanan. 



 

Oren was adopted by 

Russell & Erma Scott on 

November 30, 1926. 



  
Oren at Rosario Beach, Orcas Island, 

Washington, 1927 

Studio picture, Sedro-Wooley, Washington 

First Day of School. 



 

 

  

1930 United States Federal Census 

April 16-17 1930, Oren B. Scott was 

7 years old and lived in East Lyman, 

Washington. His father was a 

Ratchet setter 



 

  



 

  

Oren Scott with his godmother, 

Lina Haviland 

Oren graduated from Lyman 

Grade School May 28, 1937 

About 1940-41 



 

  1940 United States Federal Census 

On April 1, 1940, Oron Scott was 17 

years old and lived in Lyman, 

Washington with his father and 

mother. His father worked as a truck 

driver in the Lumber Industry. 

His parents, Russell & Erma Scott 



 

   

1941 Sedro Woolley High School Yearbook 

 

Oren after his car accident. 



 

 

  

Oren served as an apprentice 

pipefitter at the Puget Sound 

Naval Shipyard from 1941-1945.  

Apparently he was not drafted 

because he had a metal plate in 

his head as a result of his injuries 

after his car accident. 

In a letter written to his parents, 1941, Oren talks about work: “They shut down the 2nd 

shift down here and aren’t getting any logs so they will have the first shut down the last 

of the week I think.” He also said that the thunder and lightning caused about 14 or 15 

fires in the area.  But mostly he wrote about how Norm came home with a new 

motorcycle and they went riding and plan to do more. 



  
Oren B Scott married Malvina O Schumacher on February 28, 

1944, in Bremerton, Washington. 

 



 

  



 

  

Oren & Malvina lived in Bremerton, Washington 

(His parents, Russell & Erma, and his in-laws did, too. ) 

1946 

1948 

1950 

1955 



 

1957 

1959 



   

  

The Scott Kids 

Pamela Marie (1949), Bradford Russell, (1955), & Bruce Gerald (1945) 



 

 

  

1960 

Oren was one of the first Mazda car dealers  in the United States 

Oren & Malvina Scott 

25th Anniversary, 1969 



 

  



  

Oren & Malvina Scott 

1978--Oren was an avid fisherman & golfer. 



  

1981 US Public Records Index 



 

 

 

  

Obituary was also published in the Bremerton Sun, Oct 2, 1990 

Oren Scott died September 2, 1990 of mesothelioma lung cancer. The asbestos in the air 

during his time at the Naval Shipyards caused his death decades later. 



 

Oren B Scott was buried at Miller-Woodlawn Memorial 

Park in Bremerton, Washington. 


